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875—9.1(88) Introductory statement.

9.1(1) The Occupational Safety and Health Act, lowa Code chapter 88, hereinafter referred to as
the Act, is designed to regulate employment conditions relating to occupational safety and health and
to achieve safer and healthier workplaces throughout the state. By the terms of the Act, every person
engaged in a business, the state of lowa and its various departments and agencies and any political
subdivision of the state, who have employees is required to furnish each of its employees employment
and a place of employment free from recognized hazards that are causing or likely to cause death or
serious physical harm, and, further, to comply with occupational safety and health standards promulgated
under the Act.

9.1(2) Employees and representatives of employees are afforded a wide range of substantive and
procedural rights under the Act. Moreover, effective implementation of the Act and achievement of
its goals depend in large part upon the active but orderly participation of employees, individually and
through their representatives, at every level of safety and health activity.

9.1(3) This chapter deals essentially with the rights of employees afforded under lowa Code section
88.9(3). Towa Code section 88.9(3) prohibits reprisals, in any form, against employees who exercise
rights under the Act.



